2025 VSC in Review

Tucson, Arizona March 2025

Pilotds Meeting Conduct e d202WwSQGhampithshipg man ( CD) f or
at the recently renamed Danny Lopez Park

The Vintage Stunt Championships (VSC) XXXVI were held from March 12 to 15 at the
former Christopher Columbus Park in Tucson, Arizona. We say former because the
name of the park was recently changed to Danny Lopez Park. According to the City of
Tucson website:

This park was renamed in February 2025 to honor Danny Lopez, a Tohono O'odham

educator and elder who dedicated his life to preserving the Tohono O'odham language and
culture.

One of the great things about this event is competitors travel from near and far to

attend. Some travel to Tucson, Arizona to come out of hibernation from the cold, harsh

winter to enjoy the nice we altedamaoneostlemain of € Th
talking points. The atmosphere is like a family reunion, but much better. Jim Hoffman,

and his crew put on an excellent contest.

Tuesday March 117 Judges Meeting:

On Tuesday at 2: 00 pm, those who v,gdtheredt eer ed
at the Hampton Inn & Suites. This meeting was conducted by Keith Trostle. This led to a

lively and entertaining discussion on the rules and scoring for all the events to ensure

that everyone was on the same page when it came to judging and scoring.

Wednesday March 127 OIld Time Stunt (OTS):

Wednesday was the start of competition for the next 4 days. A morning pilots meeting
was held at around 8:00 am which outlined the contest timeline, discussed some of the
nuances in the rules and of course the weather. The morning started off very cool with
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calm to light winds, with the temperature rising nicely during the day. Apparently this
wasthefical m b e f or €herewee nsitswes with the weather on this day.

This first event captures the essence of the V S C 6 s asdpcelebrates the era of OTS,

with some of the oldest designs built and flown. These planes must have been

designed, published or kitted prior to December 31, 1952. That means these planes

were designed, published or kitted at least 73 years ago! Some of the designs are older

than the modeler. Then, in some cases, some of the modelers are older than the

designs! Some of these planes can prove to be a handful to fly, others fly really well. | t 6s
certainly fun the watch.

Entries for OTS was a bit lower compared to previous years. This year, had 12
competitors, but only 10 would put in official flights. Each competitor would have the
opportunity to complete four rounds, all flown in one day.

These entries were divided and placed into two groups. Group 1 flew their first flight on

Circle 1, second flight on Circle 2. Third flight back on Circle 2. The fourth and final flight

on Circle 1. Group 2 flew on the opposite circles of Groupl. The i ndi vidual 0s
was based on adding together the c 0 mp e t begt scoredom Circle 1 and the best

score on Circle 2.

Each circle had a different set of judges. T hi s  yJuelges, énLircle 1 were Larry
Lindburg and Jim Renkar. On Circle 2 were Mark Gerber and David Fitzgerald.

When the dust finally settled, first place went to Joe Gilbert with a score of 611.25. Joe
flew his Ringmaster powered with a Brodak 25. Second place went to Lou Wolgast
flying his Humongous, posting a score of 581. Third place went to Dennis Adamisin with
a score of 579. Dennis flew an electric powered Barnstormer on Spectra lines. Bart
Klapinski flew a Jamison Special with a ST 46 finishing in 4" Place. Keith Trostle
finished 5™ with a Madman 58 using an Orwick 64.

Interestingly, the top 3 finished in the exact same order as last year event!
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Joe Gilbertés i nflsaklatais Ri ngmaster
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

b

Lou Wolgastos2id®latengous pDennis Adami si ri@wPlBcarnstor me
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

Bart Kl apinski O0isdthPlacei son SpkeeCiitan Trost | & 6tsPlagln d man 58
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)
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OTS - Group #1 Scores

OTS - Group #2 Scores

On a serious note, there was one accident requiring a trip to the ER. John Wright
accidentally put his thumb in the prop while adjusting the needle valve, causing his
engine to abruptly stop.

Thanks needtogotoMar k Smi t hds efforts t o taidtainigt John.
always comes prepared with the first aid equipment. Mark even took John to ER. This is
not the first t iThaekydddMarkkd6s done t his.

Later that afternoon John returned to the field with a large bandage, ready to do his
best.
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Here are photos of some of the other competitors in OTS.

Jim L_GGGS Super Cinch Roger Kramardés Jamison Spe
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

Rick Greends Humongous Bob Harnesso6 Ringmaster
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

John Wrightoés Big Job
(Colleen Gilbert photo)
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Wednesday (Afternoon) March 121 Appearance Judging:

Appearance Judging for CLASSICand Super 700 dforMéednesday hedul e
afternoon. The judges for this year were Jim Allen and Roy Andrassy, who did

Appearance Judging last year. Both of these individuals are champions in the RC pylon

world with a strong control line background.

Following the appearance judging, a large raffle took place. All merchandise was
donated, mostly from the contestants. All the proceeds would go into the VSC fund.

Wynn Paul was kind enough to donate and send 3 sets of his book, i St unt Hi st or y:
Story of Model Aircraft CaTheselbobksétswoddb®r eci si o
offered in a silent auction, with the winners being announced at the end of the contest

on Saturday. All money raised by this auction would go to the VSC fund.

Appearance Judging for CLASSIC and Super 70's
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

Thursday, March 1317 CLASSIC (Day 1) and Ignition Old Time Stunt:

With the start of CLASSIC (Day 1), a heavy rain storm hit the area in the early morning

hours. Att he pi | o titvas mendiondd ithat the Weather Service announced a

Ahi gh wind warningo t hasometimesintheonorhingtStrandely, Tuc s o
the day started out really nice with light winds. This quickly changed to a point that an
emergency pilotds meet aftaerqRoundalsvasgampletéd! Iywasc o nv e n e
agreed upon to stop all flying for the day and hope that the winds would subside the

next day. It was also decided to try and complete the remaining three rounds on Friday,

which everyone agreed to. Soon, everything and everyone cleared out as the winds

became increasing worst.

The Weather Service was not joking about the high wind warning. The winds quickly
increased to 28 mph with wind gusts up to 46 mph! To add finsult to injuryq it would rain
later that evening.
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Ignition 7 Old Time Stunt:

Ignition i Old Time Stunt had only two entries, Bart Klapinski and Jim Lee. Both were
able to get in their two official flights before the weather took a turn for the worst. Bart
Klapinski took the top honors flying his Wildman 60 with an Anderson Spitfire 64. Jim
Lee flew his Go Devil with an Atwood Super Champ engine and finished second.

The Judges for this event was Burt Brokaw and John Callentine.

VINTAGE STUNT CHAMPIONSHIPS #36  MARCH 13, 2025

\GNITION 0TS s
| CONTESTANT Order | SCORE | | onder scone | | [ PUACE l
|- ,.\K\i\im\f\ \Ba\‘t 1 | 32055 2 | 3 3055 I I
\!‘lm 2 |2e5 1 | 2995 anrs | 14,
\ |
| |
|l | [

Ignition OTS Scoreboard

Jm Leeob6s GBIPhevi |
(Jim Hoffman photo -last year event)

Bart KI api ns kiil¥BlacaVi
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Friday, March 147 CLASSIC (Day 2) and Ringmaster OTS (Round 1):

As previous mentioned, Round 2, 3 & 4 for CLASSIC would be flown all in one day.
After a brutal wind storm the day before, the weather was quite receptive, with calm to

light winds gradually becoming stronger throughout the day. This allowed for all three
rounds to be completed.

The Judges for CLASSIC were, Randy Powell and Lou Wolgast on Circle 1. For Circle
2, it was Warren Tiahrt and Dave Fitzgerald.

VINTAGE STUNT CHAMPIONSHIPS #36 MARCH 13 & 14 2025

Thurs Round 1 Thurs Round 2 Friday Round 3 Friday Round 4 total of best score each circle
CLASSIC - GROUP #1 CIRCLE #1 CIRCLE #2 CIRCLE #2 CIRCLE #1 FINAL S
CONTESTANT Order | SCORE Order | SCORE Order | SCORE Order | SCORE SCORE
Tyler stan 1 |472 7__| 540 5 528 11 |4g25 1012 5 7
Eyskens David 2 4595 8 5Slo5 4 5165 10 2295 976 \2
Widener Grady 3 A28 5 9 494 3 526 9 440 268 >
Firkins Ray 4 472 10 506 2 549 8 447 102\ &
Gilbert Joe 5 BT 11 515 1 5719 7 520 llea 2
Hoffman Jim 6 5285 1 55595 11 5155 6 534 VL4 |
Nunes Dennis 7 Bo4 2 5&9 10 b5 5 508 o7 =)
Harness Bob. 8 476 3 524 5 % — 4 = lolo.5 1o
Gerber Mark 9 PASS 4 Ao B 8 4eas 3 Mo5 9lo |6
Macbride Steven 10 PASS 5 50% 7 513 2 |4245 935 5
Gingerich Gary 11 PASS = e e e [ S e e e
Group 1 CLASSIC Scoreboard
VINTAGE STUNT CHAMPIONSHIPS #36 MARCH 13 & 14 2025
Thurs Round 1 Thurs Round 2 Friday Round 3 Friday Round 4 total of best score each circle
CLASSIC - GROUP #2 CIRCLE #2 CIRCLE #1 CIRCLE #1 CIRCLE #2 FINAL See
CONTESTANT Order | SCORE Order | SCORE Order | SCORE Order | SCORE SCORE
tle Keith 1 512 7 447 5 501.5 11 5425 \o50 o
Z;ousenune John 2 4725 8 Blo.5 4 502.5 10 541\ o545 5)
. s 3 — 9 — 3 e 9 — = T
areer Rick 4 2595 10 | 7e 2 — 8 = 4255 &
Peterson Page 5 | 544 11 | 4225 1 4615 7 544 o5 g
Adamisin Dennis 6 552 1 o6 11 5025 6 565.5 10115 4
McMillin Chris 7| 5225 2 |49&8.5 10 4995 5 5415 1o4] 7
Rhoades Jim 8 4eLs 3 215 59 = 4 = 4865 )
Kephart Antone 9 |49 5 4 |49%5 8 482 3 5145 \ooe \)
Kramar Roger 10 4415 5 1435 7 42\5 2 52\ Q425 4
Hiachella Stephen +* = - = -6 e i = J— =
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Jim Hof f mair®Raceiunar
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

121 [PADD

Joe Gil berit2Placgav al
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

er

Dennis Nune$8dPadeadi
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

at

Dennis Adamisinos 4HPlasek e r
(Colleen Gilbert photo)
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T JopniCallemine 6 s510PMustang i 5" Place
(Colleen Gilbert photo)
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Photos of the other planes in CLASSIC.

Page Peter-4onds USA KeithTr ost |l eds Chizl er
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

Grady Widenerds FliteD8vr daky Qusanbsilbby Anton Kephart
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

JmRhoades 6 Apteryx Stan Tyl ero6s Skylark
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)
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Chris McMillinés Skyliark built pyy Edi Capid@ngdinz 57
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

Bob _Harnessﬁ Lar k Roger Kramar 6s Nobl er
(Colleen Gilbert photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)

(Colleen Gilbert photo) built by Leroy Balck (Jim Hoffman photo)

There was only one plane casualty for this da
his Apteryx and kissed the ground, tearing off the outboard landing gear along with a

large chunk of the leading edge sheeting. Jim was able to fly out the tank and land his

plane safely with minimal damage other than the torn out landing gear.
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Ringmaster OTS

The Ringmaster stated on Friday and finished on Saturday. However, due to the
weather condition some flights finished on Saturday. The judges for Ringmaster OTS
were Chris McMillin and Keith Trostle.

With 10 pilots entered, only 5 brave souls were brave enough to put in official flights.
This event was won by none other than Joe Gilbert. Bob Harness finished in 2" place

and John Wright, with bandaged thumb and all, finished in 3 place.

ﬁ R
W VINTAGE STUNT CHAMPIONSHIPS #36 MARCH 14, 2025
RING MASTER ROUND 1 ROUND 2 best single score
CONTESTANT Order | SCORE Order | SCORE :é';':é PLACE

Harness Bob 1 2525 6 D505 a1

i IKlapinski Bart 2 7

| [Minchetta Stephen ol — s | - - -
Gilbert Joe 4 2G5 9 218 313 |
Wright John 5 249.5 10 A5 3
Green Rick 6 244715 1 i ) 29495 Y
Firkins Ray 7 2
Kephart IAntone 8 i 3 = = .
Kramar Roger 9 14025 4 l60as| 5
Adamisin— Dennis— 10 - 5 = = e
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Best Appearing OTS Model

This year6s recipient of the Best Appearing O
Humongous, built by the late Ed Capitinelli.

Rick Green and his Humongous, built by the late Ed Capitinelli won the
award for best appearing OTS model for his beautifully crafted entry.

Saturday, March 1571 Super 706s and Ringmaster OTS (Roun

Now it was time for the final event, Super 70
designed, or kitted between the years 1970t0 1979, hence t he n.aheee Super
were 5 entries, but only 3 were brave enough to put in an official flight. The judges for

this event were Joe Gilbert and Dennis Nunes.

The morning started off with some very blustery winds. One of the judges stated, i T h e

one who can complete a pattern probably would w i nThat judge was wrong, as no one

was able to complete a full pattern. The winds became so strong that all the pilots

choose to fly only one round. There were some, shallwesayi i ivery excitingo
moments on each flights. The crowd appreciated their efforts and each pilot received a

round of applause for their gallant effort when all three landed their plane without

damaging them.

In the end Jim Lee was able to complete the most maneuvers and took 15t place with a
score of 388.5. Second place when to John Wright, followed by Steven MacBride who
finished in 3" place.
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SUPER 70's ROUND 1 ROUND 2 best single score
Order | SCORE | | Order | SCORE | | SCORE | PLACE
CONTESTANT
| Lee Jim 1 2885 4 2285 )
': IGingerich [Gary o 5T =5 = = =
,Green [Rick 3 = + — — —
IMacbride Steven 4 172 2 o =
|wright John 5 | 247 3 0| 2

Super 70's - Scoreboard

Jim LeebsilVMRldcat i on
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

John WrGieseketNobder i 2nd Place Steven MacBri3dPRBase Stiletto
(lvan Murphy photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo)
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