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Pilotôs Meeting Conducted by Jim Hoffman (CD) for the 2025 VSC Championships 
at the recently renamed Danny Lopez Park  

The Vintage Stunt Championships (VSC) XXXVI were held from March 12 to 15 at the 

former Christopher Columbus Park in Tucson, Arizona. We say former because the 

name of the park was recently changed to Danny Lopez Park. According to the City of 

Tucson website:  

This park was renamed in February 2025 to honor Danny Lopez, a Tohono O'odham 

educator and elder who dedicated his life to preserving the Tohono O'odham language and 

culture.  

One of the great things about this event is competitors travel from near and far to 

attend. Some travel to Tucson, Arizona to come out of hibernation from the cold, harsh 

winter to enjoy the nice weather, sort ofé This yearôs weather became one of the main 

talking points. The atmosphere is like a family reunion, but much better. Jim Hoffman, 

and his crew put on an excellent contest. 

Tuesday March 11 ï Judges Meeting: 

On Tuesday at 2:00 pm, those who volunteered to judge at this yearôs event, gathered 

at the Hampton Inn & Suites. This meeting was conducted by Keith Trostle. This led to a 

lively and entertaining discussion on the rules and scoring for all the events to ensure 

that everyone was on the same page when it came to judging and scoring.  

Wednesday March 12 ï Old Time Stunt (OTS): 

Wednesday was the start of competition for the next 4 days. A morning pilots meeting 

was held at around 8:00 am which outlined the contest timeline, discussed some of the 

nuances in the rules and of course the weather. The morning started off very cool with 
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calm to light winds, with the temperature rising nicely during the day. Apparently this 

was the ñcalm before the stormò. There were no issues with the weather on this day.  

This first event captures the essence of the VSCôs spirit and celebrates the era of OTS, 

with some of the oldest designs built and flown. These planes must have been 

designed, published or kitted prior to December 31, 1952. That means these planes 

were designed, published or kitted at least 73 years ago! Some of the designs are older 

than the modeler. Then, in some cases, some of the modelers are older than the 

designs! Some of these planes can prove to be a handful to fly, others fly really well. Itôs 

certainly fun the watch.  

Entries for OTS was a bit lower compared to previous years. This year, had 12 

competitors, but only 10 would put in official flights. Each competitor would have the 

opportunity to complete four rounds, all flown in one day.  

These entries were divided and placed into two groups. Group 1 flew their first flight on 

Circle 1, second flight on Circle 2. Third flight back on Circle 2. The fourth and final flight 

on Circle 1. Group 2 flew on the opposite circles of Group 1. The individualôs final score 

was based on adding together the competitorôs best score on Circle 1 and the best 

score on Circle 2.  

Each circle had a different set of judges. This yearôs Judges, on Circle 1 were Larry 

Lindburg and Jim Renkar. On Circle 2 were Mark Gerber and David Fitzgerald.  

When the dust finally settled, first place went to Joe Gilbert with a score of 611.25. Joe 

flew his Ringmaster powered with a Brodak 25. Second place went to Lou Wolgast 

flying his Humongous, posting a score of 581. Third place went to Dennis Adamisin with 

a score of 579. Dennis flew an electric powered Barnstormer on Spectra lines. Bart 

Klapinski flew a Jamison Special with a ST 46 finishing in 4th Place. Keith Trostle 

finished 5th with a Madman 58 using an Orwick 64.  

Interestingly, the top 3 finished in the exact same order as last year event!  

  



2025 VSC in Review  Page 3 

 

Joe Gilbertôs infamous Ringmaster - 1st Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

 

Lou Wolgastôs Humongous ï 2nd Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Bart Klapinskiôs Jamison Special ï 4th Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Dennis Adamisinôs Barnstormer ï 3nd Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Keith Trostleôs Madman 58 ï 5th Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 
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OTS - Group #1 Scores 

 

OTS - Group #2 Scores 

On a serious note, there was one accident requiring a trip to the ER. John Wright 

accidentally put his thumb in the prop while adjusting the needle valve, causing his 

engine to abruptly stop.  

Thanks need to go to Mark Smithôs efforts to assist John. Mark has had first aid training, 

always comes prepared with the first aid equipment. Mark even took John to ER. This is 

not the first time Markôs done this. Thank you Mark!  

Later that afternoon John returned to the field with a large bandage, ready to do his 

best.  
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Here are photos of some of the other competitors in OTS.  

 

Jim Leeôs Super Cinch  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Rick Greenôs Humongous  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

John Wrightôs Big Job  
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

 

Roger Kramarôs Jamison Special  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Bob Harnessô Ringmaster  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 
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Wednesday (Afternoon) March 12 ï Appearance Judging: 

Appearance Judging for CLASSIC and Super 70ôs was scheduled for Wednesday 

afternoon. The judges for this year were Jim Allen and Roy Andrassy, who did 

Appearance Judging last year. Both of these individuals are champions in the RC pylon 

world with a strong control line background.  

Following the appearance judging, a large raffle took place. All merchandise was 

donated, mostly from the contestants. All the proceeds would go into the VSC fund.  

Wynn Paul was kind enough to donate and send 3 sets of his book, ñStunt History: The 

Story of Model Aircraft Control Line Precision Aerobaticsò. These book sets would be 

offered in a silent auction, with the winners being announced at the end of the contest 

on Saturday. All money raised by this auction would go to the VSC fund.  

 

Appearance Judging for CLASSIC and Super 70's  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

Thursday, March 13 ï CLASSIC (Day 1) and Ignition Old Time Stunt:  

With the start of CLASSIC (Day 1), a heavy rain storm hit the area in the early morning 

hours. At the pilotôs meeting it was mentioned that the Weather Service announced a 

ñhigh wind warningò that was to hit the Tucson area sometime in the morning. Strangely, 

the day started out really nice with light winds. This quickly changed to a point that an 

emergency pilotôs meeting was quickly convened after Round 1 was completed. It was 

agreed upon to stop all flying for the day and hope that the winds would subside the 

next day. It was also decided to try and complete the remaining three rounds on Friday, 

which everyone agreed to. Soon, everything and everyone cleared out as the winds 

became increasing worst.  

The Weather Service was not joking about the high wind warning. The winds quickly 

increased to 28 mph with wind gusts up to 46 mph! To add ñinsult to injuryò, it would rain 

later that evening.  
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Ignition ï Old Time Stunt: 

Ignition ï Old Time Stunt had only two entries, Bart Klapinski and Jim Lee. Both were 

able to get in their two official flights before the weather took a turn for the worst. Bart 

Klapinski took the top honors flying his Wildman 60 with an Anderson Spitfire 64. Jim 

Lee flew his Go Devil with an Atwood Super Champ engine and finished second.  

The Judges for this event was Burt Brokaw and John Callentine.  

 

Ignition OTS Scoreboard 

     

Bart Klapinskiôs Wildman 60 ï 1st Place Jim Leeôs Go Devil ï 2nd Place 
(Jim Hoffman photo -last year event) 
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Friday, March 14 ï CLASSIC (Day 2) and Ringmaster OTS (Round 1):  

As previous mentioned, Round 2, 3 & 4 for CLASSIC would be flown all in one day. 

After a brutal wind storm the day before, the weather was quite receptive, with calm to 

light winds gradually becoming stronger throughout the day. This allowed for all three 

rounds to be completed.  

The Judges for CLASSIC were, Randy Powell and Lou Wolgast on Circle 1. For Circle 

2, it was Warren Tiahrt and Dave Fitzgerald.  

 

Group 1 CLASSIC Scoreboard 

 

Group 2 CLASSIC Scoreboard 
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Jim Hoffmanôs Lunar ï 1st Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Joe Gilbertôs Cavalier ï 2nd Place 
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Dennis Adamisinôs Hawker Typhoon ï 4th Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Dennis Nunesô Gladiator ï 3rd Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

John Callentineôs P-51D Mustang ï 5th Place  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 
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Photos of the other planes in CLASSIC. 

 

Page Petersonôs USA-1 
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Grady Widenerôs Flite Streak 
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Jim Rhoadesô Apteryx  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Keith Trostleôs Chizler  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

David Eyskensô ï Quasar built by Anton Kephart  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Stan Tylerôs Skylark  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 
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Chris McMillinôs Skylark built by Ed Capitanelli  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Bob Harnessô Lark  

(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Mark Gerberôs Thunderbird II 
(Colleen Gilbert photo)

 

Ray Firkinsô Heinz 57  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Roger Kramarôs Nobler  
(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

 

Gary Gingerichôs Space Hound  

built by Leroy Balck (Jim Hoffman photo) 

There was only one plane casualty for this day. Jim Rhodeôs tried to do the limbo with 

his Apteryx and kissed the ground, tearing off the outboard landing gear along with a 

large chunk of the leading edge sheeting. Jim was able to fly out the tank and land his 

plane safely with minimal damage other than the torn out landing gear.   
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Ringmaster OTS  

The Ringmaster stated on Friday and finished on Saturday. However, due to the 

weather condition some flights finished on Saturday. The judges for Ringmaster OTS 

were Chris McMillin and Keith Trostle.  

With 10 pilots entered, only 5 brave souls were brave enough to put in official flights. 

This event was won by none other than Joe Gilbert. Bob Harness finished in 2nd place 

and John Wright, with bandaged thumb and all, finished in 3rd place.  

 

Ringmaster Scoreboard 
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Best Appearing OTS Model 

This yearôs recipient of the Best Appearing OTS Award went to Rick Green and his 

Humongous, built by the late Ed Capitinelli.  

 

Rick Green and his Humongous, built by the late Ed Capitinelli won the 

award for best appearing OTS model for his beautifully crafted entry.  

Saturday, March 15 ï Super 70ôs and Ringmaster OTS (Round 1 & 2):  

Now it was time for the final event, Super 70ôs. These planes had to be published, 

designed, or kitted between the years 1970 to 1979, hence the name Super 70ôs. There 

were 5 entries, but only 3 were brave enough to put in an official flight. The judges for 

this event were Joe Gilbert and Dennis Nunes.  

The morning started off with some very blustery winds. One of the judges stated, ñThe 

one who can complete a pattern probably would winò. That judge was wrong, as no one 

was able to complete a full pattern. The winds became so strong that all the pilots 

choose to fly only one round. There were some, shall we say ïïï ñvery excitingò 

moments on each flights. The crowd appreciated their efforts and each pilot received a 

round of applause for their gallant effort when all three landed their plane without 

damaging them.  

In the end Jim Lee was able to complete the most maneuvers and took 1st place with a 

score of 388.5. Second place when to John Wright, followed by Steven MacBride who 

finished in 3rd place.  
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Super 70's - Scoreboard 

 

Jim Leeôs Mutation ï 1st Place  

(Colleen Gilbert photo) 

  

John Wrightôs Gieseke Nobler ï 2nd Place Steven MacBrideôs Stiletto ï 3nd Place 

(Ivan Murphy photo) (Colleen Gilbert photo) 


