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Dennis Nunes with his Gladiator 35 at VSC 2023 
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Well, here's another story about my adventures in attending my very first Vintage Stunt 

Championship (VSC) in Tucson, AZ from March 15-18, 2023.  

I've always heard about the VSC since I returned to this hobby and started competing in 

2015. Everything I heard about this event made it sound like a fantastic contest. As a result, it 

soon became a 'bucket list' item for me. But I never gave this contest much thought though 

until Tim Just got his hands on the late Phil Granderson's Olympic. Tim wanted to fly this 

plane at VSC to honor Phil. Phil's workmanship and finish on the Olympic was absolutely 

drop dead gorgeous!  

 

Tim Just with the late Phil Granderson's Olympic 

Prior to VSC, the Olympic was residing some 1,200 miles away at the home of Howard Rush 

in the state of Washington. Tim arranged to have his Business Manager, who ñjust happened 

to need a break from workò to fly up to Seattle, all expenses paid. Then rent a car, drive to 

Howard's home, pick up the plane, drive all the way back and deliver the plane to Tim's home 

in Southern California.  

Tim mentioned that he wanted to fly the Olympic at VSC if the plane arrived in time. In the 

meantime, Tim was getting his glow equipment together and getting ready to do some test 

flights once the plane was delivered. The Olympic arrived a couple of weeks prior to VSC and 

Tim convinced me that I should go to VSC. So we worked out a plan. The plan would be for 

me to drive and stay at Tim's house on Sunday March 12, we would do some practice flying 

at Whittier Narrows on Monday and Tuesday, then leave for Tucson, AZ early Wednesday 

morning. We wanted to leave early enough to make the 7 hour drive in time to do some flying 

at Christopher Columbus Park in the late afternoon.  
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However, a problem cropped up when Tim had to make a trip to San Diego for work that 

would take him all day on Monday. So the only day Tim had to practice was Tuesday. I 

decided to head over to Whittier Narrows on Monday anyway and fly by myself.  

To get to Whittier Narrows from Timôs house on a good day takes you about an hour and 

twenty minutes. To do this you need to take the I-15 freeway, which according to Google 

Maps was a parking lot and recommended an alternate route. Not being familiar with the 

highways in Southern California, I chose to listen to Google Maps and take the alternate 

route that would bypass the portion of I-15 that was a parking lot. This led me through a 

beautiful scenic route for about 30 miles. Then out of nowhere, I see that the road in front of 

me is washed out with sand and a small river flowing across it. Goggle Maps did say anything 

about this. I pulled over and stopped. As I waited for the traffic behind me, some were 

adventurous and tried to drive through the washed out area. I felt very uncomfortable and 

decided to turn around and backtrack the 30 miles. Eventually I ended up in the parking lot 

that is I-15! To cut a long story short, it took me 3 hours and 30 minutes to make it from Timôs 

house to Whittier Narrows.  

Once I arrived and with my stooge in hand, I was able to put in 6 practice flights in some very 

unstable, swirling air that went from calm to 5 mph, and every conceivable direction you can 

think of during the flights. However, this did work out well as I was more concerned about 

getting a good engine run rather than focus on flying the pattern. The ride back to Timôs 

house was better. It only took me 2 hours to get back.  

 

Practicing at Whittier Narrows Late Monday Morning 

The weather forecast for Tuesday was not good. But there appeared to be a small window of 

opportunity in the morning before the rain came for Tim to get in some practice flights. We 
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just needed to get to Whittier Narrows early. However, with the morning commuter traffic and 

I-15, it took us 2½ hours to get to Whittier Narrows. 

I believe we got to Whittier Narrows around 10:00 am, it was cloudy, but no rain ---- yet. After 

a couple of flights it started to sprinkle and soon changed to a light rain. That did not deter 

Tim as he made several more practice flights in the rain. The Olympic flew really well, but we 

had some inconsistency with the motor run. Being all wet, we decided to end the flying 

session and head back to Tim's house, another 2½  hour drive to get to back to Tim's house. 

   

Tim Practicing in the Rain on Tuesday at Whittier Narrows 

Once we got to Timôs house, we decided to remove the engine, fuel tank, fuel filter, fuel lines 

and test everything to make sure we were not dealing with any type of leakage. We removed 

the NVA and scrubbed it out, making sure that everything was clean. Put it all back together 

and did a test run to make sure the motor ran well ï It did! 

The next day (Wednesday) we got up at 5:00 am and by 6:00 am we had everything packed 

and were on our way to Tucson, AZ. It was pouring rain when we started as one of those 

"atmospheric rivers" events began to unleash its misery on southern California. As we were 

making our way to Arizona the rain had stopped, but the forecast for Tucson wasn't looking 

very good. We get to the flying field about 3:00 pm under cloudy conditions. However, the 

wind was very mild at 2-4 mph. It was great flying conditions!  

Surprisingly only a few individual were flying and they soon stopped. So Tim and I got our 

equipment out and put in several practice flights. About halfway through our practice session 

it started to rain. The next thing you know only Tim and I are flying. Everyone else headed for 

cover, wisely I might add. We got our planes running and flying to our liking and were 

drenched. We packed up our equipment and headed to our hotel to dry out.  

In looking at the weather forecast for the rest of the week it didn't look good as rain and wind 

were in the forecast. But on Thursday morning we woke up to cloudy skies, but no rain and 

no wind! The wind later picked up as the afternoon approached. It was stunt heaven! You 
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could not have order the weather to be any better. The weather cooperated with us for the 

entire contest.  

An unforgettable moment for me was to see that Bob Harness brought out his Gladiator 45. 

For those who may not be familiar with the Gladiator story. It was published in the February 

1968 issue of American Aircraft Modeler. The Gladiator 35 & 45 was designed by Dennis 

Schauer. The picture below is from the article showing a much óyoungerô Bob with his 

Gladiator 35 and Dennis Schauer with his Gladiator 45. Bob flew the Gladiator 35 to a 3rd 

place finish as Senior at the 1966 NATs.  

 

Bob Harness (left) and Dennis Schauer (right) and the Gladiator 35 and 45. 

Bobôs wife was enlisted and kind enough to take several photos for both of us before the 

competition began. For me this was a priceless moment and well worth the trip to Tucson.  
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Dennis Nunes ï Gladiator 35 and Bob Harness ï Gladiator 45. 

Now for the Good, Bad and Ugly.  

So Round 1 and Round 2 for Classic was flown on Thursday, with Round 3 and Round 4 on 

Friday. On Tim's first official flight, the needle setting was on the rich side and the plane was 

flying at 5.5 second lap times which was slow. Even at that speed the Olympic was flying 

extremely well. This was the óGoodô. But as Tim climbed into the overhead eight and started 

the first loop, the engine died as it was low on fuel. Basically it did a cutoff loop, which Tim 

was not prepared for. That was the óBadô. Tim ran as fast as he could but the lines on the 

Olympic went slack and the plane drove straight in the ground. That was the óUglyô. 

The Olympic was totally destroyed. My heart when out to Tim because I knew how much the 

Olympic meant to him. Tim's goal was to bring the Olympic out for all to see, to appreciate 

Phil's workmanship and see this plane fly one last contest. I would have to say that this was 

one of the lowest moments of this yearôs VSC.  

I think if I wasnôt for me traveling with Tim, he would have packed everything up and head 

home as he was done flying at this contest. But the trooper that Tim is, he stayed and 

assisted me for the entire event. Thank you Tim!  

For Classic at VSC, on Thursday you put in two flights, Round 1 for my Group was on Circle 

1 and Round 2 was on Circle 2 with different judges on each circle. Then on Friday we flew 

Round 3 on Circle 2 and Round 4 was back on Circle 1. For scoring VSC uses your highest 

score on Circle 1 and adds your highest score on Circle 2 to determine your placement.  

So on Thursday I was the very first one up on Circle 1. There was absolutely no wind at the 

time. I had to back up quite a bit to stay out of the planeôs turbulence. The circles has a pretty 

smooth asphalt ring for takeoff and landings along with an asphalt center circle for the pilot. 

Just outside the pilotôs circle is gravel. This can be a little disconcerting stepping off the 

asphalt to gravel and then back again after completing a maneuver. But it worked out fine. I 

put up a score of 526.5 which put me in the middle of the pack on Circle 1.  


