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Hello everyone. 

Here’s my first newsletter, the reason I’ve started these is that whilst I have no complaints about Facebook, I started 

the Hobbins Hobbies group in July 2018 and it’s served me very well, however Facebook’s format does tend to 

mean that posts are often fleeting and subjects can get buried and difficult to find. These Newsletters will hopefully 

give everyone, myself included an easier reference without going to the hassle of a web page. 

As this is the first one, it will mainly be about what is available and what is planned. When I say planned, I have the 

best of intentions but do tend to get easily distracted… I have attached a current price list.  

• Going forward I intend to focus a bit more on batch production wherever possible. I did this with the Nobler 

Junior and it worked well. Helps with cutting and therefore pricing too. 

• Balsa prices have been badly affected by the Turbine triggered famine, and shipping costs have also risen 

dramatically. To illustrate, I am now paying 4 times the price for a piece of 19mm X 100mm by 915mm sheet 

compared to the price in mid 2018. I use this size for combat model leading edges.  

• After the Blue Pants (below) I will be offering an Electric Stunter, this is a joint venture between myself and Dave 

Tofton, Dave knows more than me about electrics. Everyone knows more than me about electrics  to be fair.  I 

hope to fly it on the open space in front of my house. I’ll get some pictures of the outraged residents.  

• I have had a few requests to do a larger .40 size profile stunter and I’m currently on the lookout for ideas for 

that. If you know of a suitable model that does not infringe the laws of copyright or good manners, please let me 

know by email.   
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Anyway, this is one of the things that I’m on with, it’s the Blue Pants, I started it ages ago and I’ve been promising it 

ever since so time to finish it. I will have it ready for next month and I’ll take orders at that point  for a batch 

production if anyone is interested. Its legal for one of the stunt comps apparently and to be fair it’s a nice looker.  I’m 

trying to make the decking areas hollow which should save a bit of hassle and mess.   These sort of kits, like the 

Nobler Profile and Flite streak, come with all the necessary pre bent undercart bits 

 

 

 



 

I built this a while ago and haven’t flown it yet. It’s a loosely smaller version of my Stablemate with a foam wing, I 
call it the Stablemite, there’s a built up wing version available too. It has an Enya .09 in it that I borrowed.  I’ll let 

everyone know how it goes next month. I keep picking it up and waving it about cos it feels dead right, if you know 
what I’m on about. Cute innit? 

  
 
 
 
 



I did spend an awful lot of time during lockdown developing some different combat models. These were full airfoil 
section models with a tapering thickness wing, the thickness at the centre rib was 40mm which tapered down to 

22mm at the tip. They also had a bit of a trick centre rib and pod arrangement. I built several, including the Vendetta 
XL, An Anduril 69, A Shogun and 4 Terminator XL’s. They weren’t difficult to build with the aid of a couple of jigs, but 

they would be a bit of a challenge if you only had a balsa knife and not a laser cutter.  
 

 
 

I test flew them a couple of weeks ago and decided not to go any further with them, I won’t be flying the ones I built 
in any competitions and neither will anyone else either. Not because they were rubbish, they absolutely weren’t, but 

because I don’t think introducing them will be helpful to the class. So, all the combat kits on my price list are 
traditional flat section designs.  

 

This is the first line of the rules for Vintage combat:   
“This is a limited performance class and performance levels are restricted by strict control of model 

design, engine design and engine modification.”  



 

CURRENT PRICE LIST 
May 2021 

 
Bigfoot  Profile Stunt, foam wing .35 -.40    £60.00 
Eclipse, Australian slow combat model 2.5    £45.00 
Flite Streak 42” Profile for .19 to .35     £55.00 
Flite Streak Foamie Similar but not the same   £50.00 
Flite Streak 36 36 span for 2.5       £50.00      
Flite Streak .09 (31” span for 1.5)      £40.00 
Mini Slow Dave Clarkson*       £40.00 
Midi Slow, Dave Clarkson*       £40.00 
Nemesis Vintage AMA Fast Combat     £40.00 
Peacemaker 36.5” Profile stunt kit  2.5     £55.00 
Ringmaster Junior Profile stunt 1.5cc     £40.00 
Ringmaster 15 36” span version for 2.5cc    £50.00 
Stablemate 40” Profile Stunt for .25-.29’s    £55.00 
Stablemite as above but for 1.5cc.       £45.00 
Stablemite Foamy Foam wing similar, but not the same £40.00 
Talisman XL 36.5” Profile stunt kit      £50.00 
Combat Kits          £28.00 
Combat Model Racks 4 or 6 model     £25.00 

 



As this is the first edition, I have included my current price list and, as a regular feature, I will be doing a brief 

summary of available combat kits with a bit of history and a description based on my own experiences.  There are  

many more models on the BMFA list but I don’t do kits for all of them.  

This is the first instalment, Models A to B. 

Anduril  1970 by Mick Tiernan 

The original Taper wing. 34 3/8” span Anduril. The very first taper 
wing design. That evolved into the standard shape for modern FAI 
models worldwide. Mick apparently looked at a Peacemaker and 
reasoned that the wing, without the fuselage, had the makings of 
a good combat model design.  
These are very, very good with a Fora Junior or Mk 3 Oliver, 
they’re easy to build light because there isn’t a fat lot of wood in 
them and the structure is naturally strong.  They are a bit small for 
the heavier .19s used today. 
 

 

 

Anduril 1969, 1969 By Mick Tiernan 
 
The second version 36" span, Oddly only ever seems to be used in 
Oliver combat. I don’t know why, it’s a great model with a T4 on 
the front too and even better with a Fora Junior.  Favourite in 
Australia because they used to be available RTF.  
Set up right these things are great, I used them exclusively 
through the 2019 season, with a Fora Junior for power and was 
really happy with them. Again, owing to the minimalistic design 
there’s not a lot of wood in them so easy to build light. One of my 
most popular kits. 
 



 

 

The Banana Anduril 1974 By Mick Tiernan 

Bowed T/E large model  35 1/2" span 11/14" Hinge. Very 

pretty model which flies very well indeed. Had a lot  of 

success in its day by both Mick and Steve Bingham. 

Definitely a top design. Not a very popular kit it has to be 

said but they are available as nicely built RTF’s from the 

Ukraine if you really can’t find a couple of hours to build your 

own stuff.  

I always found them quite fussy to trim and I’ve noticed that 

people that did turn up with scratch built versions didn’t build 

any more afterwards.   

 

 

Anticipator XL 1973 By Frank Smart 
 
 
Fairly recent addition to the list, its virtually identical to the 
Liquidator XL apart from the elevator which is quite a bit bigger. 
I've built several of these with the intention of using them for the 
2020 season, which unfortunately didn't happen so some of them 
are still sat in my shed, the others inevitably got sold. I found them 
to be a pretty foolproof model, they’re straightforward to build 
and cover, no daft curves like the Piranha, very easy to trim, the 
very large elevator helps here and they have a very good 
performance. I like them. 
 



 

Banshee  1968 by John Hammersley 

 
You will notice that there are two twin boom models in this 
picture, the Banshee is the one that doesn’t say Kanible GT on 
the wing…. 
 
Twin Boom 32" span,  large elevator 10.5" Hinge. The originals 
were lightweight tissue covered diamond section powered by a 
Cox Special on  Pacifier pressure, Used exclusively by the Outlaws 
combat team. Ground breaking stuff. Never caught on though. 
Oh.. Wait! 
 

 

Barbarian  and Barbarian XL   1968 by John Dixon  

Barbarian, twin Boom, 34 span 10.5 hinge. The Original had a ¾” 

Section and was powered by an ST G15 on crankcase pressure JD 

reckoned it did 100mph but he was allegedly reluctant to use 

them in competition because he thought they may change the 

hobby for the worse. When set up more traditionally, with a 1” 

section and suction tank it’s a good model that has always been 

overshadowed by the Chaos (The Barbarian has half an inch more 

hinge chord tho’, just sayin...) 

The Barbarian XL Enlarged version of the above. Twin Boom 36" 

span 11.1" hinge, good size elevator that isn’t vulnerable, what I 

mean by that is that there is very little overhang to get caught in the grass.  Bit of gossip, this is the only model that I ever 

heard one top flyer describe as “too tight”. Don’t tell anyone or they’ll all be building them.  I have one on the building board 

right now as it happens.  



 

Boogeyman and Boogeyman XL  1964 by Terry Lee 

Twin Boom, the original version was a bit of a tiddler, 32" span I 
think, but they gave it the XL treatment recently and it came out 
as this! 35.9 span and 11.1 hinge line with a huuuuuge elevator. 
On dimensions alone, this should be the best model on the list, 
maximum span, maximum area, the wing chord is over 8.5” and 
a mahoosive elevator. I have built a couple of these and I do 
know I have some pictures somewhere but I can’t find them. 
More gossip, once upon a time, there was a model called the 
Sequi, It was put on the approved list for Vintage combat and 
very soon they were everywhere. They were easily the best 
model, it had a big area, and a long hinge chord to a pretty big 

elevator. It was banned cos it dominated the event and who wants to fly in an event where everyone is using the same 
model?  The Hinge chord on the Sequi was longer at 12.5” but this model has virtually the same wing plan and a significantly 
bigger elevator. And Boomers are just great aren’t they? 

 
Bumble Bug and Bumble Bug XL 1969 by Vernon Hunt 
 
 
33" Span, 10.5" hinge chord, not a beauty it has to be said, and a 
very narrow elevator.  I did build a few and the only thing I can 
remember about it is the fact that they fly really well with only 
one wing.  There’s an XL version which I've never built.  Roger 
Fisher and Chris have built and flown them recently so they must 
be OK.  Easy to build 

 
 


