Frank A Pisz
National Champion-Junior Combat
Willow Grove Nationals 1961
I first became interested in model airplanes when I was about 11 years old. My home town,
Union, New Jersey, had a wonderful recreation program which included the “Union Model Airplane Club” which had a flying field within walking distance of my home. I would frequently
walk down to the field and watch the members fly. Eventually I started building some
“beginner” kits, joined the club, and shared in the fun. My father took interest, he would
come with me to watch me fly, and eventually joined the club and helped support its’ many
activities. I am very grateful to my Dad who gave up Sunday morning golf games with his buddies to take me to various model airplane meets in the New England-Pennsylvania-Delaware
area throughout my teenage years. As my building and flying skills improved, I participated in
more and more events including combat, navy carrier, stunt, rat racing, scale and beauty and
even free flight. None was a specialty; all were equally enjoyed.
Here’s a brief “story” of the club written by Larry Scarinzi and I think published in “Model Airplane News” around June of 1963. The club members were (and still are) wonderful people, I
developed some lifelong friendships which endure to this day.

Frank and his Dad at the 1961 Nats

The club was full of talent in many of the different
model airplane categories and provided an opportunity to “learn and grow” in each event.

Here’s a picture of me with Larry Scarinzi in May of 1958 at a combat championships held at Roosevelt Stadium, Jersey City, NJ.

In the 1950’s and 1960’s there was a large interest in model airplanes by both, the modelers
and the general public, as evidenced by the crowds at the New York Mirror Meet in July, 1960:

One of the most memorable events of my “model airplane flying days” was the winning of the 1959 Air
Youth Championship. This award, which was presented by the Model Aeronautic Division of the Hobby
Industry Association of America, financed round-trip airfares for each of the 50 State Champions to the
1959 National Model Airplane Championships held at Los Alamitos Naval Air Station, Los Alamitos, CA.

After greeting me in Los Alamitos, Ms. St. John planted a kiss on my cheek which I’ll never forget…imagine
being kissed by a movie star! I didn’t wash my face all week!

The Union Model Airplane Club gave its full support too. They paid for and helped construct a
large wooden crate (about 6’ x 5’x4’) to ship my airplanes from New Jersey to California and
paid for shipping expenses. My Dad accompanied me to California. While I didn’t place in the
top tier in any event (won a 4th place and 5th place ribbon in Navy Carrier and Stunt) the trip
and event were memories of a lifetime.
Another highlight of my “model airplane flying days” was the winning the Jr. Combat event at
the Willow Grove Nationals….1961 using a “Quicker” with a Torp .35. It was an elimination
event; thus the plane took a bit of a beating on the way up to the winner’s circle. I had
brought about 12 “Quickers” to the event and only used the one in the photos.

In reflection, the model airplane community has had a very strong and positive influence in my
life. Having lost my hearing to causes unknown at age four, and facing an uncertain future,
the building and flying, the model airplane club support, the strong friendships developed, the
numerous competitions, and the wonderful support of my father contributed to my developing a “can-do” attitude about life. I went on to earn a graduate degree in mechanical engineering, to hold a wonderful and successful 40-year career with Westinghouse Electric as a turbine
design engineer, and to marry and raise four wonderful sons. Yes, I also went on to earn a private pilot license with single-engine land, single-engine sea, and commercial glider privileges.
I’m currently living my retirement dream of building a “real” airplane. The modeling spirit still
lives within me; I have 5 models under construction but on hold while building the “real” one.
I hope to finish those models upon completion of the real one and rejoin the modeling community.

Editor’s Note: Frank now resides in Lakeway (Austin), Texas. He enjoyed flying combat in competition from around 1958through 1964. He also enjoyed flying navy carrier, stunt, rat race,
scale, or whatever event a meet would host.

