
 

Let’s Go to a Contest! 
 

The NCS Spring Postal Contest will run through the entire month of May this year and extend through the 

first weekend in June (1 May through 2 June 2024) 

 

24-26 May, 51st Northwest Regionals, Roseburg Oregon.  See flyer at the end of this newsletter. 

 

10-15 June, Brodak Fly-In, Carrier on 10-12 June.  Advanced Entry.  Info:  brochure_brochure (brodak.com)   

 

NATS:  The Navy Carrier National Championship will be 5-8 August 2024.  Processing will be on Monday 

evening (5 August) with Profile on Tuesday (6 August), Class I and Class II on Wednesday (7 August), and 

unofficial events on Thursday (8 August).  That’s the week immediately preceding the FAI CL World 

Championships in Muncie.  There are also a couple of days of FAI event competitions leading up to the CL 

Worlds, and NATS CL Week will be shared with a large helicopter “Jamboree” on site.  With all the competing 

activities, it’s not too early to make hotel reservations in Muncie! 

 

Full-Size Carrier – Blue Tail Flies 

Captain (USN, Ret.) Keith “Casey” Jones 

Attack pilot, Commander of the Blue Angels 
 
The last email I sent brought back memories from a couple of squadrons I served in:  Attack Squadron192, The “World 

Famous Golden Dragons” and Attack Squadron153, the “World 
Famous Blue Tail Flies.”  Navy nomenclature; VA-192 and VA-
153.  “V” signifying “heavier than air” and “A” being “attack.”  Not 
sure how a squadron earns the moniker “World Famous,” but in my 
experience there were no other squadrons that sported the prefix 
“World Famous.” 
 
In the case of the Golden Dragons anything yellow/gold was 
good.  We drank “stingers” and wore yellow socks with our 
uniforms…not so noticeable in khakis, but they kinda stood out with 
the service dress blue uniform.   

 
The Blue Tail Flies had some history to their name.  During the Korean War, Naval Aviation was transitioning from the all 
dark blue paint scheme of WWII to a gray color for the entire aircraft.  In Fighter Squadron 153 (VF-153) they had a new 
gray color F9F Panther that had a battle damaged after body and an all blue one with damage from the wing forward.  The 
maintenance crew mated the undamaged forward section of the gray airplane to the undamaged after body of the blue 
airplane, resulting in the “Blue Tail Fly”!   
 
The color scheme and name were so popular that the aircraft that followed (F9F Cougars, A-4s and A-7s) had their entire 
vertical tails painted blue!   
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One last bit of “little known facts about naval aviation history.”  In the early years of aircraft carriers (pre WWII) there were 
standard trim colors for aircraft cowling and rudder tips.  The first squadron in the Air Group (Air Wing these days) had red 
trim.  The second squadron had yellow, the third light blue, fourth maroon, fifth green and the sixth black or dark blue. This 
was for ease of identification in flight, 
 
And you could identify the Air Group by the first digit(s) in the squadron designation; e.g. VF-211 was the first squadron (a 
fighter squadron) in CAG-21 (color red), the second squadron VA-212 an attack squadron (color yellow)….all the way to 
VA-216 the sixth squadron flying A-4s (color black). 
 
Now you are fully equipped to go out there and win beers in bar bets the world over!  

 

2024 Southwest Regionals 

February 3-4, Tucson Arizona 

The Southwest Regionals were flown in Tucson the first weekend in February.  With forecast 

winds making flying highly undesirable for Saturday, the contestants and contest Director, Burt 

Brokaw, elected to forgo competition until Sunday when the forecast was significantly more 

reasonable.  As sometimes happens at the first contest of the season, there were more entries than 

there were successful flights with modelers and models seeming to have suffered a little bit from 

the winter layoff.  Nonetheless, we had a great time visiting and flying.   

 

   
Burt Brokaw preparing his Profile F4U Corsair with 

Steve Mills holding and Mike Hatfield and Henry 

Werner, timers.

 
Jim Hoffman flying his .15 Carrier model.    

 

 



 
Mike Hatfield’s Nostalgia Class II Myrt. 

 

 

 

   
Burt Brokaw prepares to launch Mike Hatfield’s 

Supermarine Seafire in the Profile event. 

 

 
Lou’s Profile entry was this Guardian. 

 

Lou Wolgast flew this TBF Avenger in Class I. 

 

Top Twenty 
 

Results of the SW Regionals are also the Top Twenty for 2024.     

2024 Southwest Regionals (TOP TWENTY 2024) 
CLASS I CLASS I ELECTRIC PROFILE 

Wolgast, Lou 134.3 Perry, Dick 383.3 Brokaw, Burt 334.7 

        Wolgast, Lou 233.0 

        Hatfield, Mike 230.9 

            

CLASS II NOSTALGIA .15 EXPERT .15 SPORTSMAN 

Hatfield, Mike 554.98 Brokaw, Burt 125.2 Hoffman, Jim 189.9 

        Wolgast, Lou 86.5 

CLASS II NOSTALGIA         

Hatfield, Mike 554.98         



 

 
 

 

Nostalgia Carrier 
 

The Nostalgia Carrier event is an unofficial CL Navy Carrier event for all three classes which is flown with the 

scoring system that existed prior to 1977.  Bonus points are awarded for models representing the models flown 

in that era and for older engines (non-Schnuerle).  It is a great way to get started in Carrier flying, as the models 

are not as complex as modern models, and fixed leadouts and the scoring system make prop-hanging 

inappropriate.  The rules use modern engine, pull test, and control system rules, so models can be used in 

official AMA events, as well.  Nostalgia Profile models are well suited to the unofficial Sportsman Profile 

Carrier event.  They are also compatible with the NW Sport .40 event. 

 

There are lots of models that qualify for the Historic Model Bonus, including Ringmasters, Flight Streaks, 

Brokaw, Burt 445.2 Brokaw, Burt 412.2 Brokaw, Burt 352.8 LaNore, Tim 220.6

Warwashana, Marc 418.0 Mazur, Pete 388.6 Wolgast, Lou 279.4 Paris, John 218.0

Schneider, Jim 378.6 Schneider, Jim 347.8 Hite, Kelly 278.0 Hatfield, Mike 198.6

Hite, Kelly 358.4 Schuette, Melvin 344.1 Perry, Dick 277.6 Smith, Wesley 192.2

Smith, Paul 304.3 Hatfield, Mike 311.7 Schuette, Melvin 276.1 Livaudais, Tony 184.1

Wolgast, Lou 279.4 Shoemaker, Jo 218.0 Millard, Kris 272.3 Marenka, Joe 122.1

Smith, Wesley 202.3 Smith, David 145.7 Shoemaker, Jo 268.6 Suhamski, Bernard 100.4

Mazur, Pete 195.7 Smith, Paul 98.4 Shoemaker, Everett 260.3

Hazen, Mike 182.2 Smith, Paul 234.3

Schluter, Mark 230.0

Chuna, Pete 204.2

Hazel, Mike 187.0

Nicholls, Chris 182.9 SKYRAY

Warwashana, Marc 164.0 Brokaw, Burt 257.9

Schneider, Jim 137.0 Mazur, Pete 245.1

Smith, Paul 212.7

Mazur, Pete 430.6 Mazur, Pete 407.5 Mazur, Pete 368.9 Vlna, John 201.8

Perry, Dick 399.1 Schuette, Melvin 257.3 Smith, Connor (J) 192.2

Smith, Wesley (J) 183.5

Marenka, George 180.7

CLASS I NOSTALGIA CLASS II NOSTALGIA PROFILE NOSTALGIA Lanore, Tim 83.7

Smith, Paul 479.50 Hatfield, Mike 512.13 Brokaw, Burt 521.80

Duly, Ron 465.92 Brokaw, Burt 506.23 Hatfield, Mike 390.95

Hatfield, Mike 368.25 Heywood, Bob 378.79 NORTHWEST 40

Smith, Paul 369.77 Schneider, Jim 212.7

.15 EXPERT .15 SPORTSMAN Suhamski, Bernard 359.22 Millard, Kris 210.6

Perry, Dick 215.5 Hoffman, Jim 196.7 MIllard, Kris 316.70 Smith, Paul 204.3

Schneider, Jim 214.8 Nyhus, Glenn 181.7 Schluter, Mark 285.70 Hazel, Mike 201.2

Schuette, Melvin 214.6 Heywood, Bob 175.5 Stewert, Steve 163.50 Schluter, Mark 192.3

Smith, Paul 212.8 Shoemaker, Jo 175.4 Perry, Dick 80.38 McCartney, Jim 191.7

Marenka, George 207.5 Shoemaker, Everett 171.8 Humphries, Orin 183.3

Smith, David 207.4 Stewert,  Steve 45.7 Marenka, George 180.7

LaNore, Tim 207.0 Chuna, Pete 176.7

Wolgast, Lou 201.4 Nicholls, Chris 80.8

Brokaw, Burt 70.0 Holt, Steve 77.4

CLASS I ELECTRIC CLASS II ELECTRIC PROFILE ELECTRIC

TOP TWENTY 2023
CLASS I CLASS II PROFILE SPORTSMAN PROFILE



Super Clowns, and any of the PDF, Berkeley, or early Sterling models such as the P-51 and Yak 9.  You 

probably already have an old model or kit that will qualify.  Since modern control system specifications apply, 

conversion of existing older models can be easily accomplished by adding electronic (R/C) throttle control.  

Electric motors are not allowed, in the spirit of the event, but if you would like to earn the engine bonus points 

by using a period engine, many can be found on the internet. 

 

Here are the rules. 

 
NOSTALGIA CL NAVY CARRIER 

(1 September 2020) 

 

1. Philosophy:  The Nostalgia Navy Carrier event offers Carrier flyers an 

opportunity for additional Navy Carrier competition in a relaxed and 

enjoyable atmosphere.  It recreates an earlier period of Navy Carrier 

flying which predated the prop-hanging slow flight which characterizes 

today's competition.  As the years separate us more and more from the 

models, engines, and flying styles that formed the beginnings of the 

modern event, Nostalgia Navy Carrier will help to keep alive the memory of 

those earlier years.  Because the models are simpler than those used in 

modern competition, Nostalgia Navy Carrier may introduce new flyers to 

Navy Carrier competition. 

 

2.  Applicability:  The CL Navy Carrier rules as published in the 1974-

1975 AMA Official Model Aircraft Regulations shall govern this event 

except as modified below. 

 

3.  Model Requirements:  Model design is unrestricted except as specified 

below and in the AMA Official Model Aircraft Regulations.  To encourage 

models which accurately reproduce actual nostalgia era Navy Carrier 

models, bonus points are awarded. 

  3.1.  Engine Specifications:  Engine and fuel system specifications 

shall be as listed in the current AMA Official Model Aircraft Regulations 

for each event. 

  3.2.  Moveable Leadouts:  Vertical or horizontal position of the 

leadouts relative to the model may not change in flight. 

  3.3.  Control Requirements:  Control system description, line length and 

size, and pull test requirements will be as specified in the current AMA 

Official Model Aircraft Regulations. 

 

 

4.  Builder of the Model:  The builder of the model rule does not apply to 

Nostalgia Navy Carrier. 

 

5.  Historic Model Bonus:  A bonus of 100 points will be awarded for 

models which were designed, published, or kitted prior to January 1, 1978. 

The Contest Director may require proof of eligibility, which shall be the 

responsibility of the contestant. Proof may consist of dated, published 

plans; construction article, photograph or advertisement from dated 

magazines; dated photographs, and/or letter of confirmation of the date of 
design. Plans of un-kitted, un-published designs must be made available to 

NCS membership. To qualify for this bonus, models must comply with the 

following requirements: 



 

  5.1.  Modifications:  No modifications to the original design are 

permitted, except as listed below.  Any modifications other than those 

listed in section 5.2 which, in the opinion of the event director, 

significantly change the appearance or performance of the model as it was 

originally designed, shall not be permitted.  This prohibition includes, 

but is not limited to, changes in airfoil, changes in dimensions, and use 

of moveable control surfaces not included on the original design. 

   

   

5.2.  Allowable Modifications: 

    5.2.1.  Landing gear may be changed in length or material, but must 

exit the model at the original position.  A tail wheel may be substituted 

for a skid and vice versa.  Wheels may be of any diameter. 

    5.2.2.  Leadout position may be changed from that shown on the plan.  

Ground-adjustable leadouts are permitted. 

    5.2.3.  Control travel, control mechanism location, and control 

mechanism may be changed. 

    5.2.4.  Tip weight may be changed or may be adjustable. 

    5.2.5.  Tailhook and its location may be changed. 

    5.2.6.  Structural changes to strengthen the aircraft are permitted. 

    5.2.7.  Building and finishing material substitutions are permitted. 

    5.2.8.  Location of access hatches may be changed. 

    5.2.9.  Engine mountings may be changed, and engines of different 

displacement may be used. 

 

6.  Non-schnuerle Engine Bonus:  Non-schnuerle engines will receive a 

bonus of 20 points.  

 

7.  Carrier Deck:  A carrier deck corresponding to current AMA regulations 

will be used. 

 

8.  Records:  Records will not be established for Nostalgia Navy Carrier. 

 

9.  Combination of Classes:  Class I and Class II may be combined for 

Nostalgia Navy Carrier.  If classes are combined, Class I models will 

receive a five percent bonus on total score (multiply Class I total score 

by 1.05).  Profile Class will not be combined with Class I and Class II in 

Nostalgia Navy Carrier. 

 



 



 



 
 



 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

For the next few of months, as for the last few years, while we 

continue our search for a full-time editor, I’ll be producing the 

H-L-L newsletter.  It will be primarily a means of distributing 

information about the contest results, but I’ll be including 

additional items from my archives.  If you have an item to share, 

send it to me at tailhooker@comcast.net . 

 

Dick Perry, Temporary Editor  
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