Frank A Pisz
National Champion-Junior Combat
Willow Grove Nationals 1961

| first became interested in model airplanes when | was about 11 years old. My home town,
Union, New Jersey, had a wonderful recreation program which included the “Union Model Air-
plane Club” which had a flying field within walking distance of my home. | would frequently
walk down to the field and watch the members fly. Eventually | started building some
“beginner” kits, joined the club, and shared in the fun. My father took interest, he would
come with me to watch me fly, and eventually joined the club and helped support its’ many
activities. | am very grateful to my Dad who gave up Sunday morning golf games with his bud-
dies to take me to various model airplane meets in the New England-Pennsylvania-Delaware
area throughout my teenage years. As my building and flying skills improved, | participated in
more and more events including combat, navy carrier, stunt, rat racing, scale and beauty and
even free flight. None was a specialty; all were equally enjoyed.

Here’s a brief “story” of the club written by Larry Scarinzi and | think published in “Model Air-
plane News” around June of 1963. The club members were (and still are) wonderful people, |
developed some lifelong friendships which endure to this day.

Frank and his Dad at the 1961 Nats



‘I Y INTaopucHoN To THE  Union
3 MAC, come i [948 when the
newly formed club boasted only 16
members, With this group 1 “prew up™
in the hobby

Since then this club has prown to an
Ezst-Coast “Giant” of 140 members: (not
Imcluding a long waiting list) who parti-
cipate in all phases of modeling. Both
refueling and non-refueling  control-ling
endurance  records . have been held by
clulb members

Throigh the early efforts of Fire Chief
Denk of Unfon, ™1, along with such
hard workers as Vernon [Davies, Henry
Himmelman and Frank Pisz, the club
has grown 1o what it = loedoy, 11 i5 €sti-
mated that club members have won over
I,IHH] trophies o regionil and national
meels during jts 14 vears of exslence—
six membérs captured between T5-120
traphies apiece.  Several members have
hod iherr models (eatursd in model
maparines and @ few designs hove been
made into Kits

The lown of Union has a dynamie
recreniion depariment, with the bocking
of the Mayor F, Edward Biertuempiel
and Mre. Ester Egbert, Superintendent of
the Recreation Department, who strongly
favor recreational activities of inierest
to younger  (nnd obder} people. The
Mayor bafieves in petting idie hands by
through some recreational metivity.

Annual club actvities include Two
picnics on the fiying field free 1o mem-
bors and their fomallics, an annoal AA
meel held on Memorial day, and MNying

itraern years ald, the Unian, M., club successfully mived all ages for a shining recerd.

THE "UM.A.C" STORY

indoars st the Paporama of Recreation,
spofsored by the Recreation Diepastiment.
Indoor yving sessions are held periodi-
cally throughout the winter, A Chrisimas
party for elub members and- families al=o
i3 held. Along with this aboul ten small
confesis simed al jumor partiipation are
put on annually,

The most gala affairs- are the club
picafcs, one [0 the spring and the other
in the fall. In the morning glider and
non-powered  evenls are held, In ths
affernoon weo gos events are held, -
ally something like Combal. and AsZ.
Severml older members can be azen n
the cooking area handiing pound ofter
pound of hot dogs and hamburgers.

The Parnoramn of Recrenstion consists
of shorl @cl pul ‘on by the different
mclive clubs in the twwn. The portion
put on by ithe model club consisis of
severil microfilm flights, fiving of many
indoor rubbsr jobs, an Occasiomnl air-car
or Ok powered  socker  demonatration
and, by Far, the noisicst demonsteation
is 0 flight of an A0 powered “'Cueen
Bes™ (MAMN Tuns, [9607. We actoally
Ay a contraldine biplane on the stags.
Becnuse of space |limitations, line length
s 10 feet. Imagne doing horizsntal
gights in the orchestra mf! A red
streamer is tied to the model for vise-
bility and to slow it down,

The smeller club conicats aimed il
general participation include AST apeed,
A/2 destruction, simplified team racing,
ballom busting, non-scale 3% carrer,
combal, AS2 free fight, hand-latmched

In Union (N. J.) There is Strength .......c..coeeeen..

glider, Ceiling Walker, ste. Certpmly the
most  enthusjastically  received  event
tately has been destruction, In tbe last
four destriction contests members: Tost
42 models, We older members do mot
cncourage this Kind of flving

The Memorial Dmy meel has con-
sistently been a highlight. It draws be-
taeen 290 and 310 contestamis.

IThe Christmas porty inclhides the ex-
change of small gifts, and geving out
awards and trophics. Lo club members.
High paint trophies are awnrded o twio
Jumiors wha . have acquired the highest
mimber of points.

All cliabs encourage compelition fy-
ing, incleding Union.  Cften overlooked
iz “sport” Myving. This is what the habby
is built arcund and [t should be en-

{Confinued on page 10]

Thean of four AYSC stafle champs are
U.aC membari, L ts R: Franli Pim,
5% R Marrs, “87; Buddy Wisder, ‘B0




“UMAC" STORY
|Contineed from page 3]

couraged more, It is stromgly encouraged
in Unton as cvidenced hy the wide
vurely of airplanes built and Aving om
the clob field. Basically a control-line
fizld, & Kypical Thuemsday night fising
sesaion would sse a line up of U-control
models at each circle fire plus about 10
AiLs.

-Weekly mestings draw from 40 to 53
mnembers,  There 15 s shorl  busisess
session Tollowed by & display of mexdels
by their builders, and & bull sezsion thal
is carried over to the local pizza house.

All-time “greas” of ewr club include
Red Reinhardt—for his numerows wins
in stunl, Bed showed the bovs how Lo
do it when there were po "Moblers™ or
ather stunt designs fo pnilate. Red won
slupt at the Mirror Mest ao often that
P've lost track of the number of Hoes,
Then there &re Bl Daviea, Hobhy
Himmelmun, Richard Karp, Fronkie
Piaz, and mony others,

f the four AYSC nstate champs
selecled w0 far, three were from the
Lipion M.AGC,

Members come from all walks of life
—gxpotitives, enginsers, ofl burner ser-
wlegmen, ek drivers, salesmen. g
barriem nre’ non-gxistnni,

LAY SCARIMEL

The club was full of talent in many of the different
model airplane categories and provided an opportu-
nity to “learn and grow” in each event.



Here’s a picture of me with Larry Scarinzi in May of 1958 at a combat champi-
onships held at Roosevelt Stadium, Jersey City, NJ.
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In the 1950’s and 1960’s there was a large interest in model airplanes by both, the modelers
and the general public, as evidenced by the crowds at the New York Mirror Meet in July, 1960:
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One of the most memorable events of my “model airplane flying days” was the winning of the 1959 Air
Youth Championship. This award, which was presented by the Model Aeronautic Division of the Hobby
Industry Association of America, financed round-trip airfares for each of the 50 State Champions to the
1959 National Model Airplane Championships held at Los Alamitos Naval Air Station, Los Alamitos, CA.
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ERSEY AIR YOUTH CHAMP, Frink Pisz Jr. of 1100
N!-:w::ldwnll ave,, Unlon was officially “piped aboard” (he
Naval Air Station Los Alamitos, Calif,, by Jill ’Ei. John,
! a0th Century Fox Star, “Miss Model Aviation” for (he
National Model Alrplane Champlonships. 13 year old
Frank is representing his siate ot the “world series
of model aviatlon which is slaged annually by the
Academy of Model Aeronautics, and hosted by the United.
States Navy, Me will compete against a record number
of amateur model aviation builders and flyers u:.'f'n:m.-h
the week. ' v
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After greeting me in Los Alamitos, Ms. St. John planted a kiss on my cheek which I’ll never forget...imagine
being kissed by a movie star! | didn’t wash my face all week!



The Union Model Airplane Club gave its full support too. They paid for and helped construct a
large wooden crate (about 6’ x 5'x4’) to ship my airplanes from New Jersey to California and
paid for shipping expenses. My Dad accompanied me to California. While | didn’t place in the
top tier in any event (won a 4" place and 5t place ribbon in Navy Carrier and Stunt) the trip
and event were memories of a lifetime.

Another highlight of my “model airplane flying days” was the winning the Jr. Combat event at
the Willow Grove Nationals....1961 using a “Quicker” with a Torp .35. It was an elimination
event; thus the plane took a bit of a beating on the way up to the winner’s circle. | had
brought about 12 “Quickers” to the event and only used the one in the photos.




In reflection, the model airplane community has had a very strong and positive influence in my
life. Having lost my hearing to causes unknown at age four, and facing an uncertain future,
the building and flying, the model airplane club support, the strong friendships developed, the
numerous competitions, and the wonderful support of my father contributed to my develop-
ing a “can-do” attitude about life. | went on to earn a graduate degree in mechanical engineer-
ing, to hold a wonderful and successful 40-year career with Westinghouse Electric as a turbine
design engineer, and to marry and raise four wonderful sons. Yes, | also went on to earn a pri-
vate pilot license with single-engine land, single-engine sea, and commercial glider privileges.
I’m currently living my retirement dream of building a “real” airplane. The modeling spirit still
lives within me; | have 5 models under construction but on hold while building the “real” one.

| hope to finish those models upon completion of the real one and rejoin the modeling com-
munity.

Editor’s Note: Frank now resides in Lakeway (Austin), Texas. He enjoyed flying combat in com-
petition from around 1958through 1964. He also enjoyed flying navy carrier, stunt, rat race,
scale, or whatever event a meet would host.



